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“We have seen many tears of joy, but it has not be-
come a habit for us. Our support, in fact, is just 
an incentive for a family to believe in their own 
strength, become optimistic and be filled with faith 
in the future. We thank all our partners for being 
part of our mission over these years and sharing our 
success.” 

~Ashot Yeghiazaryan, FCHA President



Fuller Center for Housing Armenia Celebrated its 10th Anniversary

This year the Fuller Center for Housing Armenia  
(FCHA) marked the 10th anniversary of its operation; 
years of providing the families in housing need with 
simple, decent and affordable homes. Over the years, 
the organization has supported over 650 families in 
all regions of Armenia, as well as in the Republic of 
Artsakh.

The 10th aniversary ceremony took place on June 15, 
2018 at Best Western Congress Hotel Yerevan, which 
was the exclusive sponsor of the event.

Fuller Center for Housing Inc. President David Snell, Vi-
vaCell-MTS General Manager Ralph Yirikian, repre-
sentatives from International Committee of Red Cross 
(ICRC), USAID representatives, ARDA Charitable Foun-
dation Director Hrahat Stepanyan, Heifer International 
Armenia representatives, Armenia Marriott Hotel Yere-
van General Manager Catalina Susan, other honorable 
guests, partners, international and local volunteers at-
tended the event.

“The Fuller Center for Housing is an international coali-
tion of local partners all dedicated to the vision of elim-
inating poverty housing. Nowhere, though, has this vision 
seen greater success than in Armenia.  As we celebrate 
the 10th Anniversary of The FCHA we are pleased to 
report that, under the direction of an outstanding lead-
ership team and with support from local sponsors and 
generous friends in the Armenian diaspora community, 
over 650 Armenian families now have a decent place 
to call home. Together we can make the dream of no 
more domiks a reality,” said David Snell, the president 
of Fuller Center for Housing, Inc.

During the 5th Anniversary event certificate awarding 
ceremony took place.

“I am grateful for this certificate. This is not just a doc-
ument: it is an appreciation that comes from a partner 
organization and the families, which have long strived 
and have eventually reached their dreams. Years ago, 
when we started our work in Armenia and chose corpo-
rate responsibility, we translated a message to various 
organizations and the society in general. It sounded like 
a call not to be indifferent, a call for action. I am glad 
to say that our partner, the FCHA, shares our system of 
values. I am proud to partner with you,” VivaCell-MTS 
General Manager Ralph Yirikian said.

“We have seen many tears of joy, but it has not become 
a habit for us. Our support, in fact, is just an incentive 
for a family to believe in their own strength, become 
optimistic and be filled with faith in the future. We thank 
all our partners for being part of our mission over these 
years and sharing our success,” said Ashot Yeghiazary-
an, FCHA President.

Over the past ten years, over 3,500 lives have been 
changed for the better and irreversibly gotten out of 
the poverty chain.

In addition to the housing program, the organization has 
also implemented various small and large scale proj-
ects aiming to increase rural employment by tackling 
constraints to rural economic development in select rural 
communities of Syunik, Vayots Dzor, Lori and Tavoush 
regions of Armenia in the framwork of ARDI program 
funded by USAID.





Best Western Congress Hotel Yerevan
This year, first time, Best Western Congress Hotel Ye-
revan team joined Fuller Center for Housing Armenia 
for 10th Anniversary Milestone Build to help one more 
Armenian family in need of decent housing to sooner 
finish the construction of their dream home. Best Western 
Congress Hotel Yerevan was also the exclusive sponsor 
of the 10th Anniversary event of the Fuller Center for 
Housing Armenia which was on June 15, 2018.

The team of ten volunteer team members worked in  

Qaghsi village of Kotayk region helping the Khacha-
tryan family to build their dream home. The team ded-
icated their time and efforts helping the family morally 
and physically with the highest sense of corporate social 
responsibility.

”Hospitality is simply an opportunity to show love and 
care,” Best Western Congress team said.

The Khachatryans are a family of eleven. Rustam and 
his wife, Hripsik, together with their three children, live 
with Rustam’s parents and his brother’s family, eleven 
people in a four-room house. It is already nine years, 
Rustam has started building a house for his family, but 
could raise only the walls and do the ceiling.

”For many years I was trying to finish the house con-
struction putting stone on the stone but financial prob-
lems didn’t allow to finish the construction sooner. I am 
so thankful to FCHA and the volunteers who came and 
worked tirelessly with us. Their support is invaluable. My 
entire family is very grateful for such a generous sup-
port,” shared Rustam.

American University of Armenia (AUA) 

On June 22, 2018 members from American University of 
Armenia (AUA) Volunteers’ League student organization 
joined FCHA team in the village of Haytagh, Armavir 
region to help Hambardzumyan family in need of de-
cent housing to build their home. It is already the second 
year AUA students express their willingness to join FCHA 
mission and help a family in need to build a house.

The Hambardzumyan family lives in Haytagh village of 
Armavir region, in a three-room house with 11 people 
(Rubik with his family, Rubik’s brother with his family, Ru-
bik’s parents and grandmother). It is difficult to live in 
a small house with such a large family. Two years ago, 
Rubik started building his own house, but it stayed un-
finished due to financial difficulties. Now with the help 
of the Fuller Center for Housing Armenia (FCHA) team 
and volunteers the family will finish the house construc-
tion soon.

“I work so hard to care my family needs and build my 
own house in the meantime, but the daily expenses of 
the extended family does not allow… 
Now, owing to the generous support, we will finish the 
construction soon, and my family will live in a house with 

all necessary conditions. Many thanks also to all the vol-
unteers for the huge support,” shared Rubik.

The day was double memorable as the Topoozian fam-
ily of six from Frezno, California, US, joined the team.
It was the family’s first trip to Armenia and it was a 
great experience for them to spend their day helping 
a family!

It was a constructive partnership between the FCHA, the 
family and the volunteers.

Teams Helping Build a Home with FCHA towards its 10th Anniversary



Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan 

Homenetmen Glendale “Ararat” Chapter Scouting Division

On June 30, 2018 the Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan 
volunteer staff members, led by Armenia Marriott Ho-
tel Yerevan General Manager Catalina Susan, joined 
FCHA team to build a home for the Khachatryan family 
from Qaghsi Village in the Kotayk Region.

It is already the 12th year that Armenia Marriott Hotel 
Yerevan partners with Fuller Center for Housing Arme-
nia team with the aim of eliminating substandard hous-

ing in Armenia and helping more and more families in 
need of decent housing. This year, the Armenia Marri-
ott Hotel Yerevan team joined the Khachatryans to help 
with concreting work.

“Marriott’s Spirit to serve makes our culture more vi-
brant, our business stronger and the world a better 
place. Investing in the communities where we do business 
is at the core of Marriott’s Spirit To Serve Our Commu-
nities corporate social responsibility strategy. 
Our commitment to society blends financial contributions 
with in-kind giving of products and services, and the vol-
unteer service of our associates around the world. Now 
the time has come to put our actions to another Spirit to 
Serve our communities event together with FCHA”, said 
Armenia Marriott Hotel Yerevan General Manager  Ms. 
Catalina Susan.

Rustam still can’t imagine that very soon his family will 
have a decent home and his children will be raised in a 
house with all necessary housing conditions. 

On July 13, 2018 the Homenetmen Glendale Ararat 
Chapter Scouts joined the FCHA to help one extremely 
deserving family of the Baloyans from Anushavan vil-
lage, Shirak region to move one step closer to the cher-
ished dream of a decent home.

The young and enthusiastic people were doing the grav-
eling for insulation of the roof. The generous donation 
made by Homenetmen Glendale “Ararat” Chapter is an 
invaluable support for FCHA mission.

The scouts were also completely overwhelmed with 
what they were able to accomplish. A very emotionally 
charged day for all involved.

“Even we have been living in a small metal container 
and have seen many difficulties in our life but we don’t 
lose the hope for future and the courage to fight with 
problems. I am a happy man to have such a loving fam-
ily. I am so thankful for all these young people for help. 
It is heartwarming, “said the family father, Hrach.

The Baloyans of eight have lived in a metal contain-
er (domik) 30 years. After the devastating earthquake 
in 1988, the young family with one-year-old daughter 

stayed without a roof. But Hrach and his wife, Gyul-
nara, are very hard working people, and after a few 
years they could save some money and started the con-
struction of their house but the growing family expenses 
didn’t allow them to finish it.
 
Now Hrach’s adult sons are trying to do their best to 
finish the construction of the half-built house, and they 
needed just a hand up to do it sooner. 

By the end of the year the Baloyans will live in their long 
charished home.



Armenian Assembly of America
When people come together with good will they spread 
happiness all around. 

On 20 July, Armenian Assembly of America volunteers, 
led by Arpi Vartanian, joined FCHA team and the GB 
team from USA, led by Barbara Hovsepian, to build the 
Dzhumyan family house in Nor Gyugh village, Kotayk 
region.

The Armenian Assembly of America is the largest     
Washington-based nationwide organization promoting 
public understanding and awareness of Armenian issues. 
Many years the Assembly volunteers  join FCHA mission 
bringing attention to the housing problem in Armenia 
and helping a needy family to sooner finish the construc-
tion of the long cherished house. 

Anush and Kamo got married in 1999. The young cou-
ple used to live in Kamo’s parents’ house, seven people 
in a two-room apartment. In this small home the family 
had two sons: Rafik and Narek. In 2006, the Dzhumyans 
purchased a plot of land in Nor Gyugh village, bought 
a metal container and moved to live there with the hope  
that will work, save money and little by little build the 
home. Their daughter, Carolina, was born in the metal 

container. Almost 11 years the family have been living 
without basic housing conditions. They even didn’t have 
running water and had to bring it from nearby village. 
Anush and Kamo are hardworking people. Anush works 
in a greenhouse, and Kamo works in a glass factory, but 
the salary they get is enough only for living, for every-
day needs.

“We do our best to live a decent life, but despite our 
efforts, we couldn’t finish the construction of our house 
and provide our children with a deserving life.  And 
now, we are so happy: we’ll have a home,’’ shared the 
father of the family, Kamo.

Christian Youth Mission to Armenia of Western Diocese (CYMA)
On July 24-25, the Christian Youth Mission to Armenia 
(CYMA), girls from Mer Hooys, led by Der Avedis Abo-
vian, joined FCHA team to help the Midoyan family of 
four from Tatul village, Aragatsotn region to sooner fin-
ish the construction of their house.

During the two-day collaboration, the groups did fan-
tastic work passing buckets full of the gravel into the 
roof to insulate the roof.

Almost each year the young pilgrimages come to Ar-
menia and serve to unify and strengthen the Armenian 
community by establishing a bridge between the dias-

pora and the Homeland.

With the CYMA and FCHA groups working side by side, 
the Midoyan’s dream of owning a home is today much 
closer to reality. 

The Midoyan family of four lives in Tatul village of 
Aragatsotn region. They have been living in a tempo-
rary shelter for three years. Before moving there they 
lived in Haykaz’s paternal house with Haykaz parents 
and a brother–eight people in a-three-room house. A 
few years ago, Haykaz started to construct a house for 
his family but it remained unfinished. Haykaz and Naira 
are engaged in trade. They are also busy with cattle 
breeding, but the income is not much to finish the house 
construction. In 2018, the Midoyans became FCHA ben-
eficiary, and by the end of the year they will move to 
live in a warm and cozy house with all necessary housing 
conditions.

Beth Broussalian, Founder & Executive Director at HDIF-
USA, as well as the loyal friend of Fuller Armenia also 
joined the team, working hard with the team.

Teams Helping Build a Home with FCHA towards its 10th Anniversary



AGBU Discover Armenia 

The enthusiastic team of 13 members from AGBU Mon-
treal joined Fuller Center for Housing Armenia for two 
weeks helping build homes for two deserving fami-
lies — the Gabrielyans from Zovaber village and the 
Aghekyans from Arayi village of Aragatsotn region. 
These was a tremendous help for the two families to 
sooner construct their long cherished homes.

Two weeks of hard work and fun and people united 
with the conviction and dedication to making a real dif-
ference in the lives of families in housing need!

Each working day was very productive, and each day 
the families felt that the dream of having a decent home 
is getting a shape of reality.

The Avetyan family of six from Arayi village of Aragat-
sotn region started their house construction three years 
ago. The family lives in an old and damp house without 
any housing conditions.

In 1993, when Aram left abroad (in Russia) to work he 
was injured seriously in a car accident and Lala, Aram’s 
mother, sold their house and left for Russia to care for
her son. After long treatment, which lasted three years, 

Lala with her son, returned to Armenia. They lived in 
their relative’s old house, which was given them free of 
charge till they would be able to build or buy a house. 
Later, Aram got married and now has three children.

‘‘I want my children to be raised in a healthy and safe 
home. I do my best to create decent housing conditions 
for them, but it is difficult to care the needs of the ex-
tended family and build a home at the same time.  I wish 
they have a better future,” said Aram.

It is already 11th year that AGBU Discover Armenia  
team, led by Hermine Duzian, joins FCHA team to help 
a family in housing need. This year, the young volunteers  
helped Mirajanyan family from Janfida village, Armavir 
region to do graveling and the concreting works. 

Lilit Malina Kevorkian, a volunteer member shares her 
experience.

“I’m seventeen years old. I grew up in an orphanage in 
Gyumri, Armenia and at the age of four I was adopted 
by an amazing family and now live in New York (USA). 
Being Armenian is very important to me and because of 

this, I am very active in the Armenian 
community in America. I have many 
wonderful Armenian friends now 
and enjoy spending time with them 
talking, making memories, Arme-
nian dancing and sharing our lives 
together. Thirteen years after I left I 
had the opportunity to come back to Armenia. My first 
week back I visited my hometown of Gyumri and words 
cannot describe on how it feels to be back home. I have 
some memories that I will never forget growing up there.
Later on my trip I had the opportunity to work with The 
FCHA through the AGBU Discover Armenia program. My 
experience through the FCHA was something I will never 
forget. The goal of the program is to have the Discover 
Armenia participants come together to help construct a 
home for a family in Armenia. My friends and I per-
formed many different types of work during the couple 
days we were there. 

The family that we helped build their home had big 
smiles on their faces when we came each day to help. I 
wanted to thank The Fuller Center for Housing Armenia 
for letting my group and I to come together to help con-
struct a home for family in Armenia.”

AGBU Montreal 



ARDI is a 5-year program funded by the USAID and being 
implemented by FCHA and Heifer Armenia. 
The program aims to increase rural employment by tackling 
constraints to rural economic development of select rural 
communities in the Syunik, Vayots Dzor and Lori regions of 
Armenia. The program supports interventions in three main 
rural economic sectors/Value Chains involving Dairy Pro-
cessing, Fruit Processing and Rural Tourism. 
To read ARDI program updates please visit our website.

HOW 
HELP

y o u 
  c a n

This summer FCHA hosted four GB volunteer teams , 
led by veteran team leaders Leo and Sona Manuelian, 
Jacqueline Elchemmas, Abraham Ouzounian and 
Barbara Hovsepian. The teams helped four families 
in Kotayk, Vayots Dzor, Lori and Armavir regions.

Two Weeks in Armenia… Life Changing Experience!

Ara Hourdajian, a GB 
volunteer team member, 
shares his experience.

“Under the capable 
leadership of Leo and 
Sona Manuelian, I had 
the opportunity to spend 
two weeks in Armenia 

   To support our program, please 
make an online donation through 

our website at 
www.fcharmenia.org

Or send a check to:
The Fuller Center for Housing, PO 
Box 523, Americus, GA 31709, 

USA
Please add ‘‘Armenia’’ 

in the memo line.
Donations are tax-deductible. 

THANK YOU!

June 11 to June 22, 2018. In addition, John Kardashian 
from our St. Leon parish Fair Lawn, New Jersey and ten 
additional people from the Los Angeles area joined to-
gether in finishing a home in a rural village about 30 
minutes outside of Yerevan. The tasks included insulation 
work, concrete mixing and pouring, and plastering. The 
family of five (two adults and three children) had been 
living in a metal container (domik) for several years. 
Getting to know them was an invaluable aspect of this 
experience.

The contrasts in Armenia are very obvious; the city of 
Yerevan can now rival any of the cosmopolitan Euro-
pean cities, while a 30-minute ride beyond the city re-
veals more than 30% of the population living in poverty. 
Hopefully some of this will improve in the near future.

This was a very special year as we celebrated the 10th 
Anniversary and the building of the 650th Fuller house 
in Armenia. Joining us this year was David Snell, the 

President and co-founder of the Fuller Center for Hous-
ing, who flew in from Georgia, USA to recognize, in his 
words, “the most successful Fuller Center organization 
worldwide”!

The Fuller Center for Housing Armenia (FCHA) is a 
non-governmental charitable organization that supports 
community development in the Republic of Armenia by 
assisting in building and renovating simple, decent and 
affordable housing. FCHA provides long term, inter-
est-free mortgage loans to low-income families. The 
monthly repayments flow into the Revolving Fund and 
are used to help more families, thereby providing a fi-
nancial foundation for sustainable community develop-
ment.

During our two-week stay, several work breaks gave us 
an opportunity to see the many cultural and religious 
sites for which Armenia is famous. After our work day, 
we often dined in one of the many great restaurants 
in Yerevan. We happened to be in the city during the 
Soccer World Cup. The cafes and restaurants were in 
full swing, and the matches were televised in Republic 
Square. Large groups of foreign tourists from Germany, 
Russia, England, etc. were enthusiastically cheering for 
their home teams.

While our involvement may seem like a “drop in the 
bucket”, it is life-altering for the family whose living con-
ditions have drastically improved. I encourage every-
one to consider joining a future Fuller project – it is a 
truly rewarding experience. Congratulations and heart-
felt thanks to Leo and Sona for organizing and leading 
countless building trips!


